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Outline 
 



• Digital archive of illuminated 

manuscripts 

• Result of a joint research 

project 
• Ex-Department of History of 

Visual Arts and Music 

• Department of Information 

Engineering 

• Initially designed for a specialist 

public of scholars and 

researchers 

IPSA 
Imaginum Patavinae Scientiae Archivum 



http://ipsa.ipsa-project.org/ipsa-web/ 



Additional Information: http://ipsa.dei.unipd.it/ 



• STREP project active from February 2011 to 

January 2014 

• One of its main goals was to engage new user 

categories with digital cultural heritage 

collections 
• Domain and non-domain professional researchers 

• Student community 

• Informed users 

• General public 

• IPSA collection used as a case study 

CULTURA 
CULTivating Understanding and  Research through Adaptivity 



http://www.cultura-strep.eu/ 



• Essential: precise profile of the different types of 

user 

• different kinds of interactions with the final users 
– trials with groups of undergraduate students and master 

students 

– interviews with domain and non-domain professional 

researchers  

• IPSA progressively changed according to the 

collected user requirements 
– as a result it became more intuitive and user-friendly 

Changing IPSA for non-professional users (1) 



Changing IPSA for non-professional users (2) 



• Project: Word and image in the 

illuminated manuscripts of the Padua 

University Library 

• Continuing the research work started 

with the exhibition Splendore nella 

regola. Codici miniati da monasteri e 

conventi nella Biblioteca Universitaria 

di Padova (2011)  
– 24 manuscripts from the Padua University 

Library 

 

 

Preparing an Exhibition (1) 



Preparing an Exhibition (2) 

• Current research is focussing on 33 

new manuscripts 
 

• Two main objectives: 
• to achieve a complete catalogue of the 

illuminated manuscripts of the Library 

• to present them to the general public 



Preparing an Exhibition (3) 



Preparing an Exhibition (4) 



• The problem: choosing the best opening page 

Preparing an Exhibition (5) 



• The problem: choosing the best opening 

page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The solution: IPSA 

Preparing an Exhibition (6) 



Three phases: 

 

1. Manuscripts digitization 

2. Populating the database 

3. Engaging the visitors 

 
 

Using IPSA 



 

 

Future Work (1) 

2. Populating the database 



 

 

Future Work (2) 

3. Engaging the visitors 
 

• Narratives? 
• Thematic pathways 

organized in different steps 

 

• Serious games? 
• Motivation levers of game 

design for serious purposes 



• Thank you for your attention! 


